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OPENING NOTE

Preface: An Oracle in Stories
An illustrated oracle is strongest when the formal text, the parable, and the image

sequence all work together.

The I-Ching, or Book of Changes, is often approached
as a text of judgments, images, and lines. It can be

terse, beautiful, severe, and strange. A single cast may
give only a handful of words, yet those words can
follow a person for years.

This edition approaches the oracle through story. Each

of the 64 hexagrams is given as a short original
parable: a dragon learning to return, a widow watering
what arrives, a traveler delayed by a wounded foot, a
lamp keeper tending the same signal through storm

and dawn. The stories do not replace the traditional
meanings. They give the mind an image to live with.

Every hexagram also includes a six-panel visual

sequence. The panels are not decorative extras. They
are a way of seeing the movement of the hexagram: the
opening condition, the first sign of motion, the
pressure point, the turning response, the consequence,

and the final lesson.

Use this book slowly. Read the formal meaning, then
the story. Look at the images as if they were part of the
answer. Let one panel trouble you. Let another one

comfort you. The I-Ching rarely answers by closing a
question. It answers by changing the person who asks.

This edition gives you

64 full hexagram chapters
Classical judgment, image,
interpretation, and lines

Original parables for every
hexagram
Six-panel illustrated

meditations for each
chapter
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STRUCTURE

How the Book Works
Every chapter moves through formal meaning, story, image sequence, and line-by-line

reflection so the oracle can be read in more than one register.

Judgment, image, and interpretation A parable that gives the pattern human form

A six-panel visual movement A direct path back to the web oracle

A hexagram is built from the bottom upward. The first line is the bottom line. The sixth line is the
top line. This matters because a reading often describes development: what is beginning below,
what is visible in the middle, and what is reaching its limit above.

Solid lines are yang: active, firm, creative, bright, advancing. Broken lines are yin: receptive, open,
yielding, dark, nurturing. Neither is better. Each becomes wise or unwise depending on timing.

Some lines are stable. Some are changing. A changing line means that the situation is not standing
still at that point. It is turning. When one or more lines change, the first hexagram becomes a
second, relating hexagram. The first describes the present pattern. The second shows the direction
of change, the condition opening from within the first.

This book gives each hexagram in several forms:

The traditional-style judgment, image, interpretation, and line texts.
A short parable that embodies the hexagram as a human or mythic situation.
A six-panel illustrated sequence that follows the inner movement of the parable.
A link to the interactive web oracle, where you can cast and save readings.
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READING GUIDANCE

How to Read a Hexagram Story
A hexagram reading opens when the formal text, the story, and the image sequence are allowed to

speak to each other.

Start with the name and line figure Read judgment, image, and interpretation

Let the story locate the pattern in lived form Use the panels and changing lines together

After casting, do not rush to make the answer small. First read the name of the hexagram. Then look at
the image of its lines. Notice whether it feels full, open, blocked, rising, sinking, gathered, or split.

Read the judgment and image. These give the formal teaching. Read the interpretation to understand
the overall atmosphere. If you have changing lines, read those lines carefully. They are often the most
direct part of the answer.

Then read the story. A story gives the oracle somewhere to live in the imagination. Ask yourself:

Who am I in this story?
What moment of the story feels like now?
Which panel do I resist?
Which panel shows the action I already know I need to take?

The six illustrations follow a consistent arc:

Panel 1: the opening condition.
Panel 2: the first movement.
Panel 3: the pressure point.
Panel 4: the turning response.
Panel 5: the consequence.
Panel 6: the lesson.

In a cast reading, these panels can also be compared with the six lines. If the third line is changing, for
example, panel three may become especially alive. It may show the pressure point in the reading, even
if the formal line text speaks in different symbols.
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COMPANION TOOL

The Interactive Web Oracle
The website handles casting and reading history quickly; the book gives the same

material room to deepen through slower study.

This ebook was created as a companion to the
illustrated I-Ching web app:

https://ichingoracle.space/

The web oracle lets you cast readings, choose between
coin and yarrow methods, save a browser-based
reading history, open the six-panel image sequences in

a slideshow, and share readings by link.

Each hexagram also has its own page online. For
example:

Hexagram 1: The Creative

Use the web app when you want an interactive casting.
Use this book when you want to sit with the meanings,
stories, and images without hurry.

Use the web oracle for

Coin, yarrow, automatic,
and manual casting
Saved browser-based

reading history
Slideshow viewing of the
story panels

Direct links to individual
hexagram pages
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HEXAGRAM 1

The Creative 乾
Qián · Heaven

creative power initiative heaven

Remembering The Pool

OUTER / HIGHER TRIGRAM

☰Heaven
乾 · Qián

Heaven above becomes the open sky and the full scope of rising
power.

INNER / LOWER TRIGRAM

☰Heaven
乾 · Qián

Heaven below becomes the same creative force ripening unseen
in the pool.

JUDGMENT

The Creative brings supreme success through perseverance. It is the primal force — pure, active, and
generative — flowing without obstruction when aligned with what is right.

IMAGE

The motion of heaven is ceaseless. Thus the superior person makes themselves strong and tireless,
renewing their own character without end.

INTERPRETATION

Pure yang. The hexagram names the initiating, upholding force of the universe: sky, time, sovereignty,
creative will. It counsels bold, sustained action — but action rooted in timing and integrity, not force.
Greatness here is not conquest; it is tireless alignment with what wants to come into being.
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LINE VOICES

The six lines, shown as the hexagram stands
The stack runs from the sixth line at the top to the first line at the bottom. Read upward from the bottom
if you want the traditional order.

SIXTH (TOP) · SOLID YANG

Arrogant dragon will have cause to repent. Overreach at the peak. When the creative forgets humility
it becomes brittle; withdraw before the fall.

FIFTH · SOLID YANG

Flying dragon in the heavens. It furthers one to see the great person. Mastery, influence, and the full
exercise of creative power. Use the height wisely.

FOURTH · SOLID YANG

Wavering flight over the depths. No blame. A threshold — advance or retreat are both permitted; read
the currents honestly.

THIRD · SOLID YANG

The superior person is creatively active all day, and at evening their mind is still beset with cares.
Danger. No blame. Full engagement is demanded, yet vigilance must not sleep.

SECOND · SOLID YANG

Dragon appearing in the field. It furthers one to see the great person. Your gifts become visible; seek
out those who can recognise and cultivate them.

FIRST (BOTTOM) · SOLID YANG

Hidden dragon. Do not act. The moment is not yet ripe; gather strength in silence, let your capacities
mature unseen.
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THE PARABLE

Story and return
Read the parable first, gather the lesson into practice, then turn to the six picture panels.

A young dragon, born in a pool beneath a mountain, slept through many winters.

In spring he stirred, but the elders said, "Stay hidden."

He grew under the water without complaint.

When at last he rose, his long body arced across the valley and the clouds parted for him.

But at the height of the sky, he felt the wind thin and his breath shorten.

He remembered the pool.

Descending in a slow spiral, he understood: the creative force is not the ascent but the rhythm of rising and
returning.

Those who forget to come down break on the stones.

WHAT THIS STORY TEACHES

Strong creative energy is wonderful, but it
needs rhythm. Even a dragon must know

when to rise, when to rest, and when to
return.

SYMBOLIC CONNECTION

In this story, the dragon stands for
creative strength. Heaven above and

below means the same rising power is
growing inside him and opening above
him in the sky.

TRY IT

Begin one brave thing today,
then choose one clear stopping
point before you get tired or
careless.

TALK ABOUT IT

What tells the dragon that
strength also needs timing?

INTERACTIVE VERSION

ichingoracle.space/hexagrams/1
/
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THE SIX PICTURE PANELS

Illustrated movement
Read the six images as one movement: beginning, first sign, pressure point, turning response,
consequence, and lesson picture.

PANEL 1 · BEGINNING

Hidden Dragon
A young dragon sleeps in the mountain pool through many winters.
ORACLE LENS The condition before the change becomes visible. Notice the ground you are starting from.

PANEL 2 · FIRST SIGN

Stirring In Spring
Spring reaches the water, and the dragon stirs without rising yet.
ORACLE LENS The first sign of movement. Something small is already changing.

9 · Sample · ichingoracle.space



S A M P L E  ·  I C H I N G O R A C L E . S P A C E

S A M P L E  ·  I C H I N G O R A C L E . S P A C E

PANEL 3 · HARD PART

Growing Unseen
He grows strong below the surface, hidden even from impatient eyes.
ORACLE LENS The pressure point. This is where patience, honesty, restraint, or courage is tested.

PANEL 4 · TURNING RESPONSE

Rising Too High
High above the valley, he feels the sky grow thin.
ORACLE LENS The turning response. The character must choose how to meet the pattern wisely.
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PANEL 5 · WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

Remembering The Pool
He turns downward, remembering the pool that first held him.
ORACLE LENS The consequence. The choice begins to show its result.

PANEL 6 · LESSON PICTURE

Rhythm Of Return
Dawn finds him resting by the water, powerful enough to return.
ORACLE LENS The remembered image. Carry this picture back into your own question.
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